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that the Son or Wisdom of God was created. We
pass by TertuLlian's well-known heresy of the cor-
poreity of Deity and of the human soul. He explains
this, indeed, so as to refute himself. Cyprian's rebap-
tizdng of heretics was substantially the same heresy
which afterwards made the schism of the Donatists.
On other questions we might find many contradictions
in the writings of the early Fathers, sometimes of each
other and sometimes of themselves. On the great
question of salvation, whether by works or by faith,
which is still supposed to divide Catholics and Pro-
testants, we may find the same diverse views in the
Fathers that we find in the present day. The Eoman
Clement says that we are not justified by works
but by faith.* The Alexandrian Father of the same
name says that we may purchase heaven by ' our
own resources.'! Any man who carefully studies the
Fathers must come to the conclusion that the advice
of Justin Martyr is safest, not to follow the ancients
one step farther than they are followers of truth.J

The Church of Home, as we have intimated, rests
essentially on a secret tradition independent of the
Scriptures. Cardinal Wiseman! went so far as to
identify this with a secret tradition which he supposed
to have existed in the Jewish Church. This tradition,
the Cardinal said, c contained more vital dogmas than
are written in the inspired volume.' It became the
inheritance of the Catholic Church under Christianity,
where it was more fully developed. The Catholic
Church thus becomes a secret society, to which is

* Ad Cormtlnoa Epi&toh Piior, c. xxxu       f Admomtio ad Gidecos, c ix
J Apologia Pnma, c. 11           { lectures on the Catholic Chuicli, p. 70,